MATTHEW DABNER
Writer / Producer / Script Editor

Matthew is a NSW-based screenwriter, producer and script consultant. Born in
Canberra and raised in Tasmania, Matthew pursued a career in the screen
industry upon being accepted into the prestigious screenwriting program at the
University of Southern California’s (USC) School of Cinematic Arts in downtown
Los Angeles.

Matthew stayed on at USC to complete his Masters in Producing, studying at
night while working days in the story department at Mel Gibson's Icon
Productions. At Icon Matthew was involved in the development of such classic
movies as PAYBACK, RANSOM and CONSPIRACY THEORY.

After seven years in Los Angeles Matthew returned to Australia to take up a
position as the Head of Development for director Alex Proyas at Mystery Clock
Cinemain Sydney. At Mystery Clock he developed I, ROBOT for Twentieth
Century Fox, starring Will Smith alongside a telemovie for the Sy-Fy Channel.

Matthew started a production company with two other producers and began
developing a small slate of films.During this next phase of his
career Matthew co-wrote THE SQUARE with Joel Edgerton. The film, directed by
Nash Edgerton, was the first Australian film to play in official competition at the
Sydney Film Festival and was nominated for an AFI award for best original
screenplay. Shortly after Matthew produced the low budget crime
drama, CEDAR BOYS, an Inside Film Award nominee for Best Film and Sydney
Film Festival Audience Award winner.

In addition to being a screenwriter and producer Matthew has worked across all
facets of the Australian film and television industry as a script editor, assessor
and development executive. Matthew’'s work in television has extended to roles
as script editor on the first season of Benjamin Law’s half hour comedy, THE
FAMILY LAW, and the ABC telemovie about the birth of the Sydney Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras, RIOT.

Matthew's lifelong commitment to the Australian film and television industry
has included consulting for various screen funding agencies, including Screen
Australia’s production investment division, advising management and the board
on feature film investments.
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